
John Wesley, Early Evangelicalism, and Science  
A free lecture sponsored by The Central Pennsylvania Forum for Religion and 

Science, the Messiah College Honors Program, College Ministries, and the Sider 
Institute for Anabaptist, Pietist, and Wesleyan Studies  

 
Featured speaker: Bruce Hindmarsh, James M. Houston Professor of 

Spiritual Theology and Professor of the History of Christianity at Regent 
College  

 
The rise of evangelicalism coincided historically with the reception of 
modern science in mainstream culture. The new science was 
generally embraced by evangelicals as a source of “wonder, love, 
and praise.” Indeed, one of the ways in which scientific literacy 
spread was through the many popular works disseminated by John 
Wesley on science, medicine, electricity. This lecture explores 
Wesley’s many-sided, thoughtful engagement with science and his 
exemplary concern to “look upon nothing separate from God.” 
 
Tuesday, 25 February 2020, at 7:00 pm. 
 
Location: Parmer Hall, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, PA.  
Directions and a campus map are at 
http://www.messiah.edu/download/downloads/id/524/campus_m
ap.pdf. 

 
Bruce Hindmarsh, DPhil (Oxford), 
is the James M. Houston Professor 
of Spiritual Theology and Professor 
of the History of Christianity at 
Regent College in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. A frequent 
speaker to international audiences 
on early British evangelicalism, he 
is the author of three books 
published by Oxford University 
Press: John Newton and the 
English Evangelical Tradition 
(1996), The Evangelical 
Conversion Narrative (2005), and 
The Spirit of Early Evangelicalism 
(2018). The recipient of numerous 
research awards, he is a fellow of the Royal Historical Society 
and a past-president of the American Society of Church History.  

 
The Central Pennsylvania Forum for Religion and Science is based at Messiah College.  For details about all 
Forum events, please visit http://www.messiah.edu/godandscience/ or contact Dr. Ted Davis 
(tdavis@messiah.edu), 717-766-2511, ext 6840. 
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